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The full offering of swap shop photos can be found on the website at 
www.foxvalleyaero.com/club_gallery/index.htm 

 
 
 
 
 

On behalf of the membership, the Editor would like to thank Jim Toth for his efforts in chairing the 
Swap Shop.  Many hours go into planning and executing an event of this size and Jim put a lot 
into it.  Things went well and Jim should be proud of his accomplishments. 
 
Also, thanks to all of the members who came early to help set-up and those who stayed till the 
end to tear down.  There was little time to do both and because of the strong turnout, things went 
smooth. 
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Editorôs Message 
Tom Siwek ï tsiwek@sbcglobal.net 

 
Excellence Should be Recognized 

 
The dog days of winter present the opportunity to address the administrative portion of 
club business.  Aside from the event promotion and advertising activities Iôm working 
on, Iôve decided to take action on something I read few issues back in Model Aviation 
(the AMAôs monthly magazine).  I read with interest about the AMAôs Leader Club 

program.  They briefly explained the program and then listed the clubs that earned the awards.  At the 
time, two things struck me.  One, our club wasnôt on the list.  And two, only two clubs were recognizable 
to me as a Chicago-area clubs.  In fact, out of over 2,500 chartered AMA clubs in the US, only 139 were 
recognized as leader clubs for 2006.  Thatôs 5.6% of all chartered clubs. 
 
So, my curiosity got the best of me and I dug deeper.  I went to the AMA website and pulled-up the 
program materials.  I read about the program requirements and the program levels (bronze, silver, and 
gold).  I also read about the application process.  I quickly came to the conclusion that we are a Leader 
Club and can meet all of the requirements for ñgoldò status. 
 
I presented my thoughts to the board on this subject and volunteered to put our application together for 
this program.  I expect that youôre thinking, ok, thatôs nice, but, whatôs in it for us, as a club.  The answer is 
pride, recognition and exposure.   
 
There are times when excellence should be recognized.  As a club, we work very hard to operate a first 
class facility so we can maximize the enjoyment for every member.  We work hard in contributing to the 
community.  We work hard to insure that guest pilots are impressed not only by our facilities, but by the 
quality, character and hospitality of our membership.  We work hard to insure that every spectator who 
comes out to see an air show goes home amazed by the spectacle we offer.  If we didnôt value these 
things, we wouldnôt make the effort.  In making the effort, I think everyone should know how proud we are 
of our club.  Being recognized as a Leader Club is a way to share that pride with the community-at-large.  
It gives us the ability to demonstrate that weôre among the select few clubs that operates at an elite level. 
 
Fox Valley Aero Club meets all of the 14 criteria required for Gold status in the Leader Club program.  I 
will be submitting our club application sometime in March and look forward to receiving the AMAôs 
feedback.  If you would like to learn more about the AMAôs Leader Club program, visit 
www.modelaircraft.org/PDF-files/708.pdf.   
 
On another front, things are really heating-up with the planning for the summer shows.  Eric Karl and 
Dave Murray are well underway in their preparation for Windy City Jets.  Dave Gustafson and Dennis 
McFarlane are working on the 3D aerobatic event.  And Paul Jacobs has a number of members involved 
in the planning for the Festival of Giants.  A lot of work is in process now so we can enjoy flying time as 
the weather gets nicer.  We donôt want to leave it all for the last minute.  Dom and Paul are going down to 
Florida Jets next week and will be taking lots of notes on how they run that event.  The overall goal, 
insure that the FVAC shows this summer are first class.  With all the work going in, I think weôll end up 
with a great pilot turnout and spectators will be treated to memorable shows.   
 
Ciao for now, Tom 
 
Link to Archived Newsletters - www.foxvalleyaero.com/newsletters.htm 
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Presidentôs Message 
Dominic Saverino ï dominics@saverino.org 

 
Members: 
 
Wow, we are getting close to the warm weather flying seasoné I canôt wait.  I hope all 
of you came to the swap shop and enjoyed yourself. I personally sold a lot and on 
purpose, didnôt buy anything.  I still feel bad - there were great deals and I regret not 
buying, but Iôm running out of room.  I want bigger stuff so some of the small stuff has 
to go.  The next one I want to get is a 143 inch B-25 or bigger.  

 
Enough about me, lets talk about you.  I am glad to see that the club is stepping up to the plate as a 
whole to pitch in and help run it.  It was such a good felling to see club members handle the problems as 
they arose without causing any controversy (That is my idea of keeping a small problem small).  I know 
this is how our year is going to come together - without a doubt.  I am looking at everything this year with 
open eyes and making sure that ideas go to the board to see what they want to do with it.  I am not sure if 
it matters to you, but, I am proud of you all and am proud to be a FVAC member. 
 
Thank you, 
Dominic 

 

 

Vice Presidentôs Message 
Dennis McFarlane ï highpd119@aol.com 

 
Wow, this winter has been relentless.  Constant snow storms intermixed with incredibly 
cold temperatures has just about taken its toll of the most positive of you.  I lost my 
enthusiasm about a month ago.  I certainly will be glad when this weather begins to let 
up a little.  
 
Assuming I can keep our transportation and accommodations dug out, by the time this 
article is in print, Cindy and I should be in Florida for our annual pilgrimage to Daytona 

for ñBike Week.ò  The first week in March is our spring vacation away from model aviation.  Actually, for 
the week we will be in Florida weôll only go to Daytona proper for 3 or 4 hours.  I always like to pick up an 
event T-shirt.  I also like to check out the scenery (custom motorcycles of course).   

 
While we are in Florida, weôll take a couple of side trips which 
even though weôre on vacation involve the hobby business.  
One ride we will take will be to Lakeland for ñFlorida Jets.ò  
There are always people to meet with, and friends to say hi 
to, so itôs a day well spent. Another of the rides we will take 
will be to Palm Bay where we will stop in and say hi to the 
owners of Palm Bay Hobbies.   
 
PBH was voted the 2007 Hobby Shop of the Year by the 
National Retail Hobby Store Association this past spring.  
What is unique about PBH and what caught the attention of 
Cindy and the NRHSA Board of Directors was just how 

involved PBH is with their community.  PBH has a large parking area, and allows just about every 
charitable organization I can think of use part of the parking area for whatever is deemed necessary.   
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American Heart Association, Cancer Society, Palm Bay City Government; they all use the lot for an event 
staging arena, water stop during a walk or run, a multitude of uses.  Although our ñKids Flyò is a lot of fun 
and does draw a crowd, we should take a lesson from PBH on how to become part of the community.  
There could be a time where community involvement on the part of FVAC will see a return.  Regardless, I 
have every reason to believe Cindy and I will have to reintroduce ourselves to the owners of Palm Bay 
Hobbies.  For some reason I donôt think theyôll recognize us smelling like hot Amsoil, and looking like we 
washed our hair with Crisco. Our appearance during the awards banquet last May, with me wearing a 
suit, and Cindy in a long dress, was most likely ever so slightly different.  

   
Cindy and I spent the weekend of February 9

th
 and 10

th
 in 

Champaign for E-Fest.  Most people are aware, but for 
those of you who arenôt, E-Fest is an all electric indoor 
held at the University of Illinois Armory.  Iôve openly stated 
Iôm not a huge fan of electric airplanes, however, this 
event, sponsored by Great Planes/Hobbico, was 
spectacular to say the least.  As of noon on Saturday, 
there were 318 registered pilots and people were still 
walking in the door.  As you can imagine, with that many 
pilots, there was quite a wait to fly.  I had taken my built up 
Fokker D-7 hoping to get two or 3 safe flights.  Earlier I 
had checked with GP and it was planned at that time to 
have a mass launch of their WW-I aircraft, but the launch 

never happened.  The opportunity to put everything together never presented itself.  
 
I also had brought my Gazuar Mars, but the heli guys seemed, at least to me, to be a bit out of control.  I 
really didnôt see much in the way of what I call flying.  All I was seeing were ñpilotsò all over the place, just 
banging the sticks back and forth.  Wanting to bring home what I took kept me from flying my heli also.   
 

What I found to be really interesting is the flat foam 3-D 
guys are going to extreme measures to save weight. They 
no longer use carbon fiber rods for support, much too 
heavy.  Itôs now monofilament fishing line in a complete 
loop for bracing. They are also removing the bottoms of 
their servo cases, clipping the shrink wrap off the ESC, 
receiver cases are non existent, anything that can be done 
to save weight.  Thereôs an old adage that says with 
enough power a brick will fly.  Well you canôt believe what 
happens when you put power to a feather.  The results are 
simply mind boggling. Also, if you will take a look at the 
lower right corner of the photo youôll notice a transmitter 
sitting on the table.  With over 300 pilots thereôs absolutely 
no way to effectively run a transmitter impound.  This is the 
third year of E-Fest, and also the third year of using the 
ñact like a big boyò policy of transmitter management.  Iôve 
asked, and it does not appear that there has been a case 
of ñturning onò during any of the three events.  
 
On Saturday I took a few minutes to spot for Chris Gini 
when he practiced for his freestyle competition.  Chris flyôs 
an electric of his own design while wearing an Alôs polo.  If 
you take a look, youôll notice those angled side force 
generators.  They act like a brake on nose down 
maneuvers, and you should see this thing roll!  Later in the 
afternoon I was taking a break (read: sitting in my chair) 
when Amanda Weldy grabbed me.   
 


