The Fox Valley Aero Club Monthly Newsletter

_—

AMA

Academy of Model
Aeronautics
Charter Club # 252

2008 AMA Gold
Leader Club

President i Dominic Saverino

Secretary i Tom Spriet Treasurer i Paul Jacobs

Flypaper Editor i Tom Siwek i tsiwek@sbcglobal.net

Vice President i Dennis McFarlane

P.O. Box 837
St. Charles, IL
60174-0837

January 2009 Edition

An lllinois
Not-For-Profit
Corporation

Thedhdaye a s o n

Page 1 of 17
www.foxvalleyaero.com



http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Karl+Madsen+Dr,+St+Charles,+IL+60175,+USA&ie=UTF8&ll=41.901638,-88.365891&spn=0.007794,0.019956&z=16&iwloc=addr
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Karl+Madsen+Dr,+St+Charles,+IL+60175,+USA&ie=UTF8&ll=41.901638,-88.365891&spn=0.007794,0.019956&z=16&iwloc=addr
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=Karl+Madsen+Dr,+St+Charles,+IL+60175,+USA&ie=UTF8&ll=41.901638,-88.365891&spn=0.007794,0.019956&z=16&iwloc=addr
mailto:tsiwek@sbcglobal.net

The Flypaper

Editorbés Message
Tom Siwek i tsiwek@sbcglobal.net

I hope everyone had a nice holiday. | had family at my house for Christmas. | enjoy it,
but itds a |l ot of work. |l 6m gl ad the holiday
routine.

The New Yeardéds Day Fun Fly made for quite a ch

the |l ow 2006s and there was a sNevefthelesg @he mph wi n
turnout was good and it was fun to see so many airplanes in the air at the same time fighting the wind. JT
wi || have highlights in next monthés newsletter.

| 6 m r epaodegd fullsteam-ahead wi th my wint er wandiogjteeassemsblingthd 6 m | o o k
Top Flite P-51 | won at the Christmas party. | plan to take my time with this one and try to add some
detail and weathering. Bei ng t hat iitdéds an ARF, I 6d i ke to differei
there. | 6 m m@ahreng to see what bargains can be had at our upcoming swap shop in February.

It appears that many members have a number of interesting projectst hey 6r e wor king on th
Please take some photos and share the progress with everyone viathe newsle t t e r . Il 6m | ooki ng
seeing some of these models take to the air this spring.

Those of you who have the itch for AwBestedentiniealy er f I yi
February. |l 6ve heard a few of ftge méembesr ssomledrmi og dé
change to have fun with a little road trip. You can get more information at www.gpe-fest.com.

Ciao for now, Tom

Link to Archived Newsletters - www.foxvalleyaero.com/newsletters.htm

Presidentds Message
Dominic Saverino i dominic@teamsaverino.com

Do m d haveadaport for this month.
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The Flypaper

Vice Presisgagent 6 s Me
Dennis McFarlane i highpd119@aol.com

Happy Holidays to Everyone

| hope everyone was treated to his or her wishes at Christmas, and | would like to offer
a toast to a fun flying season in 2009.

Asaclubwebve had a b usThe @hestmasrmart was a good time and
enjoyed by all. Our collected Toys for Tots donations were distributed to the Kane Co Salvation Army
Center by our Community Relations officer JT, new board member Sal and Tom Siwek. | was out one of

the December Saturdayés in order to get a couple of fI
Seasons Flyero One award | never figured |1 6d qualify for, | 0ve
flying field lately, even if it has been a bit chilly. No, chi l ly is not <corr dlete, itds

were a bunch of us out on the 6" Myself, Cliff, Karl, Dan, we were all doing a hop trying to stay warm. | 6 d

gone so far as to pack my E-Flite Cub back into the truck when JT showed and put his Twist up. |

coul dndt | hadtapuldmyiCab.back out, plug the batteries in and have a few circuits. After | had

l anded Cliff mentioned the fingers of my right hand we]

Speaking of the Cub | had mounted floats back on the airframe for flying off the snow. | enjoy float flying,

and have had the Cub up several times off waFlaats, but w
work great on the snow, better than most commercially available skis, but any ice they may strike can be
really damaging to the fiberglass surfaclagededpwci al |l y

skis on the Electrostick so that it could be used for flying off the snow. Sticks are better suited to winter
flying anyway. The stick style of airframe has been around in various forms for more than 40 years now
and is truly one of the more versatile airframes available.

| 6ve mentioned sever al ti mes t
what goes around comes around. Carol Pesch

from Hobbico/Great Planes sent John Stokes up

early in 2008 to offer a presentation on the Futaba

FASST system. Carol also made sure as a club

we had plenty of raffle prizes available at all our

events. About the only thingshedbs asked in ret
was if | was going to attend E-Fest. Pilot

registration is currently open, and if you pre-
register you can save a few bu
registration but | 6ve not )
arrangements. | drove down and back on Saturday

for the first two events and spent the night last

year. Show your appreciation by supporting E-Fest

and making sure you single Carol out and say

thanks. It would be greatly appreciated.

That 6s about iltwanttoexprasshniysincenehedrtfelt thanks for your support during 2008.
When awardedoph6uedubt AiThe IChdriidsntoma ss apyarmuc,h ot her t ha
had to sit down for a few minutes to regain my composure. 2008 was great, 2009 will be even better.

Dennis
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The Flypaper

Secret aryb6s Report
Tom Spriet T tom@etglass.com

Minutes of the December 5, 2008 General Meeting
Vice President Dennis McFarlane called the meeting at approximately 7:00 PM.

It was requested that a motion be entertained to continue all club business at the next
meeting which would be 01/08/2009. The motion was passed.

Awards

President Dominic Saverino presented the following awards:

President 6si JRm&Guffghni t i on
President 6si JmikeoSgaverind i on

Jennifer has continually contributed her free time and efforts to the club at our events. In addition she
selflessly helped Dominic and his family through these troubled health times. Thank you Jennifer!

Top Gun1 Dennis McFarlane

Dennis took thereins of the ¢l ub and was acting president for
Thanks Dennis for a job well done!

Board/Officers Election

The 2009 elections were held with the following results:

Dominic Saverino President (uncontested)
Dennis McFarlane Vice President

Tom Spriet Secretary (uncontested)
Paul Jacobs Treasurer (uncontested)
Cindy McFarlane At Large Director

David Murray At Large Director

Sal Perno At Large Director

Tony Sokol At Large Director

Armin Weber At Large Director

Mel Ziska At Large Director

The following Board Members are chairperson positions appointed by President Saverino (with the
exception of Past President):

Jeff Anderson Past President

Greg Bohler Field Chairman

Karl Griesbaum Safety Chairman

Paul Jacobs Membership Chairman
Tom Siwek Flypaper Editor

John Turner Government Relations
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The Flypaper

Raffle Prizes

Every member present received 50 raffle tickets. Many great prizes were taken home by over 40 club
members. Great selection on the items Dominic! All ladies present also received a gift just for being
beautiful and a patient spouse.

The Big Dog raffle prizes were won by:

Rob Sampson i Great Planes, AT-6 Texan (| t 8$NJ-4 @exan byavittue pf tha Navy markings)
Sal Perno i Kondor Model Products, Beechcraft A36 Bonanza

The party continued into the 10:00 hour where all remaining members partook in one last dance then
called it a night.

A special thanks to Paul and Dory Jacobs as well as Dennis and Cindy McFarlane for coordinating,
assembling and putting on the Christmas party. Very, very well done!

Merry Christmas to all! See you in January.

Tom Spriet
FVAC Secretary

Treasu&Maeamser shi p Chairmandés Repor
Paul Jacobs i paul jacobs@att.net

Happy New Year! | t 6s great to get 2008 b eMeifinisded us and
the year with $17,619 in the checkbook and | now have 231 members on the roster.

Renewals are coming in at a good rate and | already have a deposit of $3,610

prepared for January 2009 which includes renewals and the residual of Christmas and

Big Dog payments. Around 100 members have already paid their dues for 2009 so the

rest of you have until March 31 to be considered on time. After that, there is a $25 late

payment fee and if not paid by December 31 you lose your initiation fee of $300.

At the end of 2008, there were 14 members removed from the roster that forfeited their initiation and we
unfortunately had 3 members pass away in 2008. For those members that have recently joined, Karl
Griesbaum now has you FVAC badges and all members that have paid dues can get the 2009 sticker for
your AMA card from him.

Now is a good time to start cleaning out your shop and creating a pile of stuff to take to the FVAC Swap

which is coming up in February. Even i f you donét get your own table to
sell donated items to help the treasury. You woul d be amazed at what sells a
junk is another manés treasure.

Till next month,
Paul
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Field Chairmanés Report
Greg Bohler i gbohler@sbcglobal.net

—_—

Greg didndédt have a field re
shape. The standing water from the meltingsn ow | a
no longer under a sheet of ice.

port for this month
st weekend receded.

EE? Fun-Fl 'y Chairmands Report

(A.K.A. John Turner) 7 john.turner@bayercropscience.com

2008 Fun Fly Event Recap

Thi s yfenafly Gwents provided many of our members the opportunities to
participate in various flying skill events to some good friendship throughout the season.
There were only a few broken props and minor structural damages, however all reports
coming back indicated all models were flying in a short period of time.

Here is a recap sof this yeards event

2008 New Years Day - First in the Air
Loops, Limbo, and Landing

FVAC/Prop Masters

Frog Drop

FVAC/Chicagoland

Vintage Cub Night

Race around the Track and Timed Landing
Turkey Fry

For 2009, the club decided to change the timing of the fun fly events from Saturday morning to late
afternoon (4:00 pm). This will free up the mornings for all the members who enjoy flying various models
from gas/glow to electric (even turbines). All the upcoming fun fly dates are now posted on the 2009
Calendar of Events. Prior to each month, | will provide information about upcoming fun fly events via
email and post it on the FVAC frequency box.

Duringthenext f ew mont hs, some of our #fAall weather flyerso
and/ or Sunday mornings with floats or skhgedamd eWpoy
usually meet around 9:00 a.m. with the first arrival starting a small fire to keep warm. It is a great time to

catch up on what new planes are being constructed and/or keeping your flying skills for what looks to be a

long winter.

See you next year.

JT
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Chief Flight I nstructords Report
Dan Compton i trainu2fly@comcast.net

Dan didndét have a report for this month.

2008 FVAC Flight Instructors

Name Contact Information Note
Dan Compton Cell: 630-664-6426 trainu2fly@comcast.net Chief Flight
Instructor
John Fischer Cell: 312-518-0075 jeffxx@comcast.net
Cliff Fullhart Home: 630-397-5033 cfullhart@farmersagent.com | Prefers 24 hrs.
Work: 630-668-0111 notice during
business hrs.
Alan Galle Cell: 630-697-8464 ajgalle@comcast.net
John Horvath Cell: 630-440-7398 horvatsky@comcast.net
Paul Jacobs Cell: 630-908-9955 paul jacobs@att.net
Mike Kostecki Cell: 630-373-2722 Mkostecki503@comcast.net
Dennis McFarlane Highpd119@aol.com Not available Friday
or Sunday.
Tom Siwek Cell: 630-677-5855 tsiwek@sbcglobal.net Available primarily
on weekends.
Bill Sponsler Cell: 847-323-6578 bsponsler@comcast.net
Dave Taitel Work: 847-537-8669 davet@venturehobbies.com
Jason Walsh Cell: 630-291-1872 jwalshl@ameritech.net

Club member Bob Woodhouse getting in some
Christmas Eve flying in his back yard.
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The Flypaper

Club member Walt Thyng will be periodically contributing an article on electric power.
This is his inaugural offering.

THE ELECTRIC CHAIR
By: Walt Thyng

| would like to offer the FVAC club a sport-flier's view of electric power. This would be a basic e-power
column focused on the average "Joe" (not a plumber) pilot. It would not be intended for the high-end e-
flier or engineers. My role would be to become a clearing-house for e-power information and to respond
to specific questions from the membership.

Let me introduce myself by emphasizing that | made my living with words; | am not a trained EE or even
an electrician. | have been an r/c modeler for over 40 years. | am entirely self-taught when it comes to e-
power. When | started flying e-power in '92 there was nobody in New Hampshire within 60 miles who
flew electric. It began when | noticed a glider at a local shop (a Graupner UHU) with what appeared to be
a broken prop. | made a comment to the owner who explained that it was a "folder" for electric power.
The whole idea intrigued me so | bought a copy of RCM (now defunct) and read up on e-power and went
back to the store, bought the complete UHU set-up including a 4 channel Airtronics for $100.00 (that TX
was on channel 18 which is why all my stuff is on 18). The UHU flew --- barely--- but | was hooked. A
little reading taught me that the automobile style bullet connectors were costing me power, so | swapped
them for Anderson power poles (also known as Sermos). The power increase was noticeable. A little
more reading suggested that one more cell in the battery pack and a slight decrease in pitch would also
increase power. Boy did it! The UHU would now climb at better than 45 degrees. | was thoroughly
hooked on e-power and have never looked back.

My hanger currently (pun intended) includes a TF Gold edition P-47 modified to "N" model standards, a
vintage VK Cherokee 60, a Funtana 40, a Lazy Bee, a classic Commodore, a Seagull models Razzle, a
60in Drl, a VK Camel, a 60" Platt Waco, a 16 ft. Precision models thermal glider, a 98" Jerry hotliner, a
100" Great Planes Spirit (full house), an Altos pod and boom glider, a GWS Easy Starter, an auto gyro, a
royal DC3, and my pride and joy a Sig Astro Hog which was build from the beginning for e-power and flies
at 6.5 Ibs with 20 NiMh 3200 cells (that kind of re-engineering is no longer necessary). | am just finishing
a Goldberg Anniversary Cub and have a BUSA Bristol M1 to cover. All are e-powered and all fly well.

All the wordy foregoing contains a number of hints at where this column will go. The change from auto
style to Anderson connectors hints at simple changes that can dramatically improve-power. The addition
of a cell and change in prop pitch points to the immense flexibility of an electric motor (an article in the RC
Flyer with Merlyn's picture on the front shows this quite well). The listing of my fleet shows that e-power
is now simply another great propulsion choice for modelers along with two stroke, four stroke, diesel and
gas.

Hint of the month; build e-power planes to fly, not crash!

Web-site of the month: http://homepage.mac.com/kymyersefo

E-mail me with your questions: thyng@att.net
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January 8

February 12
February 21

March 12

April 9
April 25

May 14
May 9
May 16

June 11
June 13
June 26 & 27

July 9
July 11
July 18 & 19

August 8 & 9
August 13
August 15

September 5 & 6

September 10
September 12

October 8
October 10

November 12
November 14

December 4

The Flypaper

2009 Calendar of Events

FVAC Member Meeting

FVAC Member Meeting
FVAC Annual SWAP

FVAC Member Meeting

FVAC Member Meeting
Member Work Day

FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly Event

Ki dbs Day Eve

FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly Event
Al 6s

FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly Event
Festival of Flight

IMAC Contest
FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly Event

Pattern Contest
FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly Event

FVAC Member Meeting
Fun-Fly Event

FVAC Member Meeting
Last Fun-Fly & Turkey Fry

Annual Christmas Party

Hel i copt

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
Kane County Fair Grounds

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
FVAC Field

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
4:00 PM, FVAC Field
FVYAC Field

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field
4:00 PM, FVAC Field
€VAC Field

6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field
4:00 PM FVAC Field
FVAC Field

FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at FVAC Field
4:00 PM, FVAC Field

FVAC Field
6:30 Board, 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
4:00 PM, FVAC Field

6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
4:00 PM, FVAC Field

6:30 Board 7:30 Regular at Township Hall
11:00 AM, FVAC Field

Hilton Garden Inn
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The Flypaper

Christmas Party Photos
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